
General Manager’s Report # 251 
Gary R. Phillips, June 16, 2011: 
 
A long haul but our newest version of the RRA maps is at the printers for 

final alterations & could be printed in a few weeks. 
 

We hired the same Rock Creek trapper that the Village did and he was able 
to remove seven groundhogs from the rental (covered bridge) pavilion 

area.  Still on the lookout, but so far no beavers have been found around 
Jefferson Point or Plum Creek.  If any members see the animals or suffer 

further tree damages, they should contact the RRA Office at once. 
 

Our email blast system is growing in member participation and has proved 
very worthy recently with a log jammed in the dam’s gate valve vault and 

with the storm damage that affected operations at the RRA Office.  We ask 

all members to sign up either on the web site form or by mailing in, 
bringing in, or by emailing in their email addresses. 

 
Speaking of the June 7th storm, half a tree broke off very near the RRA 

Office building that morning and took the power & phone lines down with 
it.  Both services were reenergized by 11:30 AM, but, still lying on the 

ground.  The phone service was sporadic and unintelligible.  Several CEI 
crews came out, looked it over and left.  The phone company would not 

come out until after the power was turned off. 
 

In something I had never heard of, I had to first go obtain a county 
building permit for electrical service ($77.25) to get our own existing 

service line reattached to the building and then wait for that new 
connection to be inspected by the county! 

 

I continued to call First Energy well into the night as we also were without 
power at the clubhouse, West Pool & Concession Stand property.  No wires 

down but we alone were powerless over 28 hours while the boulevard did 
have electric service. 

 
Our crew could not remove the downed tree that had by now barricaded 

Evening Star Drive for over a day until mid-morning on Wednesday the 8th.   
 

Other trees came down as well with the largest being a tough old maple 
near the covered bridge pavilion.  It split in half, we had a professional lop 

off two monster limbs, and the guys spent Thursday & Friday removing the 
bulk of the material as a wedding was planned utilizing that pavilion area 

on Friday evening.  We refilled the stone in the bridge’s approach steps at 
the same time. 

 

Dave Schuster, Bob Sobczak, Jen Bunce and I attended the Spring OLCA 
Meeting at Cinnamon Lake near Ashland on May 25 & 26. 



 

Cinnamon has a $353 annual charge on every lot, has about an 82% 
compliance level, has foreclosed on a few homes already, and is now 

connecting to Lorain Rural Water at a cost of some $4,000 per household 
($1.2 million) due to one stray over the limit Trihalamethanes EPA test in 

2005!  The EPA is now going after their wastewater plant and this is from a 
lake that always has had ELECTRIC boat motors so that no one could 

pollute their source of drinking water! 
 

They recently received quotes for 4” of paving at $155,000 per mile.  They 
have seventeen miles of roads.  Consideration is being given to reverting 

back to gravel roads with only the main arteries being chip & sealed. 
 

I chaired a panel and gave a report on collections while Lakes Cable and 
Apple Valley reported on their most recent dredging projects.  The OLCA 

wants to pursue, with one united voice, some consideration from the state 

concerning the lack of property tax benefits that are returned to our lake 
communities for the taxes paid.  Even tax deductibility would be nice. 

 
New OLCA lakes welcomed included Lake LaTonka, Lake O’ Springs and 

Pheasant Run. 
 

We have sold 11 of our take back lots to local members, nearly all of them 
being consolidated onto another RRA lot.  We seem to have reached a 

plateau with the existing members on this particular selection of lots.  It 
would seem a prudent time to once again advertise these lots to the larger 

region to sell them, pay off the taxes owed ($30,000+) and garner some 
new income from membership fees, dues & assessments. 

 
In related activity, I have asked RRA Attorney David King to contact RSV 

Law Director Kyle Smith to examine what can be done to help resolve the 

growing inventory of vacant, non-paying lots.  We now have on the books 
242 vacant lots in long-term collections with a totaled owed of $1,532,000. 

 
The county has held a single large forfeiture auction in now OVER TEN 

YEARS.  The task falls to us to resolve this issue and stabilize future 
income while at the same time attempting to retard the pace of future 

growth in RRA assessment levels.  Many members want the lots beside 
them, behind them or across the street from them but delinquencies 

preclude them from making the attempt. 
 

Once the majority of the past due lots are eliminated, most lots will be a 
wanted and desired piece of property.  Then and only then will the prices 

paid for the off lake lots really start to climb. 
 

The weed harvester is already at work on the lake, our crews have given 

the dam its first 2011 haircut, as requested the buoys at the dam were 



moved out to 150’ distance.  A vandal cut a hole into one of our clubhouse 

swim floats and that filled with water, will need to be disassembled, 
drained and repaired.  Another “child” had a bike atop the East Beach swim 

floats, when ordered to remove, lost it in the water.  We had to close the 
beach last night so no one would be hurt jumping atop it.  Today our crew 

could not locate the bike but we have the individual’s name & address. 
 

The Village has asked that we consider several stop signs for traffic safety.  
One at the northern end of Beaver Dam and the southwest corner with 

Morning Star and another at Bel Vista and Lake Vue.  If the Board so 
directs we’ll put them in, though the Bel Vista sign has been stolen 

multiple times before. 
 

  


