
General Manager’s Report # 247 
Gary R. Phillips, February 17, 2011: 
 
2011’s Early Bird Payment Winners thus far: 

 
#1, Jan. 06, lot #0346, Mary Kotab, $500 

#2, Jan. 13, lot #2426, William Geiger, $450 
#3, Jan. 20, lot #0343, Richard Hurwitz, $400 

#4, Jan. 27, lot #1751, Michael Cain, $350 
#5, Feb. 03, lot #2521, Peter Mogyordy, $300 

#6, Feb. 10, lot #2567, Patrick Callahan, $250 
#7, Feb. 17, lot #1039, DDG & R LLC, $200 

 
Calls have already come in on about ten lots pending for sales 

to existing members in good standing.  I would like to see us 

follow through with the action begun at last month’s meeting. 
 

Trying to move our collections fight to the next level, I read 
recently about the Ashtabula County Economic Development 

Steering Committee and contacted three members for help. 
 

All three individuals are new to their own leadership positions 
as well as this committee, but, we planted a seed towards the 

future and possible creation of a land reutilization corporation.  
 

Sean Ratican (Ashtabula County Port Authority) we know, as 
he helped produce our Shores News over the past seven years;  

Brian Anderson (Growth Partnership for Ashtabula County) and  
State Rep. Casey Kozlowski (99th District, Ohio House) were all 

asked to consider the process as they grow into their new jobs. 

 
To recap from last summer, a land reutilization corp. can be 

formed by a non-profit entity (we don’t qualify) to acquire the 
various county land parcels that have owners that defaulted on 

their taxes.  Once claimed by the L.R.C., these properties can 
then be resold, free of all past due amounts and claims, to new 

purchasers. 
 

Normally this function would be performed by the County 
Auditor’s & Treasurer’s Offices, but, it’s just not happening.  

Short on hours, staff and funding; there has been but one large 
forfeiture tax auction in just about ten years. 

 
 



As requested, I did contact Tina Stonemetz of the A.C.E.; she 

has penciled us in for a meeting March 23rd, but can not meet 
past 4 PM.  She asks that we set a time and get back to her. 

 
As requested, I did contact our new insurance carrier about 

reverting to armed officers on the patrol boat.  Can be done, 
would take some review, but he doesn’t see the need for it. 

 
Ford Motor was real pleased with our last three purchases from 

them.  Looking to keep up the customer base, they sent us a 
letter offering another 5 year, 0% deal if we get another truck. 

 
We filed a dozen property liens recently and completed five lot 

takebacks, outside the former RRA-RSV agreement.  We had 
Jen Bunce trained and certified as a notary public, just for in-

house use, to help streamline our legal filings. 

 
David King is now current on much of his workload with us.  An 

email from him is included in the Board packs for your review.  
Last big thing on the table is the ODNR review of the boating 

regulations.  He wants to know if there is anything else the 
Board wishes him to pursue at this time. 

 
Next will come the serious collections cases to be filed with the 

courts.  We will begin by approaching the most serious home 
owner scofflaws and suggesting an RRA sponsored foreclosure 

should their years and years of non-payments continue. 
 

Beyond that, a number of owners of other vacant lots are in our 
“regular” collections, these being mostly living members with 

good addresses.  Our new notary will prove very helpful here. 

 
It is then hoped ANY effort by any of the county divisions will 

help attack the remaining 180 hopeless “deadbeat” lots. 
 


